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John Posthumus, Sheridan Ross PC attorney and shareholder and a leader of 
Denver’s campaign for a satellite patent office, in a December 2011 photo. 
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John Posthumus, an attorney at Sheridan Ross, says Denver was a close second to landing a patent office.

Kathleen lavine | Business Journal

Stephen Jordan, president of Metropolitan State College of Denver, stands in front of the Student Success 
Building under construction on campus.

By Bruce GoldBerG
Denver business Journal

Who: Stephen Jordan is president of 
Metropolitan State College of Denver 
(and this identifier may disappear, as 
the school seeks to convince the state 
Legislature to allow a name change). He 
oversees 1,300 full-time staffers as well 
as 1,100 adjunct professors. The school’s 
annual budget is $178 million.

Why he’s important: Metro State 
exemplifies what Colorado institutions of 
higher education face these days — how 
to maintain their standards during a 
stretch of large budget cuts by the state 
government. 

He’s proven he likes to shake things up. 
Since he became president, Jordan has 
added more than 200 faculty members, 

started master’s degree programs (there 
are an inaugural group of six students 
walking out with master’s degrees this 
December, another 50 will do so in the 
spring) and gaining the school permis-
sion to issue bonds. The school raised 
$110 million, and that money is paying 
for the Hotel and Hospitality Learning 
Center and Student Success Center, and 
also will renovate six buildings. 

The Hotel and Hospitality Learning 
Center, scheduled to open in August 
2012, will give students in Metro State’s 
Hospitality, Tourism and Events program 
the opportunity for hands-on experience 
at a fully functioning hotel — SpringHill 
suites by Marriott, to be operated by Sage 
Hospitality, the Denver-based hotel- and 
restaurant-management firm.

The learning center also will have more 
than 28,000 square feet of learning space, 
including classrooms, labs and faculty 
offices. 

What’s happening in his world right 
now?: “Decreasing state support and in-
creasing tuition rates. At the same time, 
the state is cutting financial aid and the 
feds have eliminated summer grants, and 

now with the failure of the deficit com-
mission, there will be across-the-board 
cuts to all federal programs, including 
Pell grants.”   

Benchmarks for 2012: “The board 
has given me this direction: How many 
public-private partnerships can I create, 
to create revenue streams for the college? 
How many different kinds of examples 
like the hotel and hospitality learning 
center can I create to support the mission 
of the college? 

“I think the name change [Metro State 
wants to change its name to include the 
world ‘university’] is important because 
we serve the most number of Colorado 
baccalaureate students than any other 
institution in the state, more students 
of color that any other institution in the 
state, and we believe they deserve the 
same opportunity for jobs that every 
other student graduating from a universi-
ty has. Employers have told us they value 
a degree that has the word ‘university’ in 
it rather than one with the word ‘college.’ 
Second, there’s confusion that we’re 
a community college, not a four-year 
baccalaureate and master’s-granting 
institution.” 

[Regarding funding] “I don’t think 
we’re planning on changing or escalat-
ing the amount of lobbying we’re doing. 
I think we’re really working for how we 
can assist the Statehouse in how we can 
identify sources of future funding for 
education.”

Quote: 
“Their [the 
board’s] as-
sessment of 
the short to 
intermediate 
term is that 
government 
funding will 
continue 
to decline, 
and that the 
institutions 
that will be 
successful 
are those that 
figure out 
how to cre-
ate multiple 
sources of revenue and partnerships with 
other entities.” 
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By heAther drAper
Denver business Journal

Who: Sheridan Ross PC attorney and 
shareholder John Posthumus focuses his 
practice on complex intellectual prop-
erty litigation. He’s represented numer-
ous clients in trademark and copyright 

infringement actions, 
trademark dilution 
actions, and trademark 
opposition and cancella-
tion proceedings. He’s li-
censed to practice in the 
U.S. Patent Office and 
early in his career, he 
prepared and prosecut-
ed more than 100 patent 
applications in the areas 
of computer hardware 
and software, telecom-
munications, consumer 
electronics, photography 
and business methods.

Why he’s important: 
Posthumus has been 
working behind the 

scenes for several years to get a satellite 
patent office in Denver. He has logged 
more than 1,000 hours on the effort, 
along with attorneys Michael Drapkin of 
Holland & Hart LLP and Tom Franklin of 
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton.

Posthumus has met with local business 
leaders and elected officials, including 
Denver Mayor Michael Hancock, Gov. 
John Hickenlooper, Sen. Michael Bennet 
and Sen. Mark Udall, to help get legisla-
tion passed to open new patent offices, 
and has led the push to bring an office to 
the Mile High City. A patent office here 
would have a direct economic impact 
of creating at least 200 jobs and a likely 
ripple effect of many more. It would bring 
entrepreneurs and inventors to Denver as 
they go through the patent-application 
process, and likely would attract more 
venture capital to Colorado startup 
companies.

What’s happening in his industry 
now?: The America Invents Act, which 
President Barack Obama signed into 
law in September, calls for three patent 
offices to be opened outside of the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office in Alexan-
dria, Va. Detroit already was chosen as 
one location, but Denver was thought to 
be a close second, Posthumus said.

The act is meant to cut by half the 
backlog of more than 700,000 U.S. pat-
ent applications, and to reduce the time 
it takes to approve patent applications 
from three years to about 18 months. 

The act also shifts the U.S. to a “first 
to file” from the current “first to invent” 

system to make the U.S. more aligned 
with the rest of the world. And the act 
ended the government’s ability to divert 
patent funds to other government areas. 

It’s the first major overhaul of the na-
tion’s patent law since 1952, Posthumus 
said. The change is “dramatic and sig-
nificant,” he said, so it’s important for 
businesses and inventors to stay on top 
the changes, which will go into effect on 
Jan. 1, 2013.

Benchmarks in 2012:  The deadline for 
Colorado to submit its formal applica-
tion to the U.S. Patent Office for a satellite 
office in metro Denver is Jan. 30, 2012.  
Posthumus said it’s hard to predict when 
the government will make its decision on 
the two satellite office locations, but he 
expects Denver officials will know “one 
way or the other” by midyear.

Quote: “The community here is in-
credibly engaged on this effort. From 
Mayor Hancock to Gov. Hickenlooper 
to Tom Clark at the EDC [Metro Denver 
Economic Development Council] to 
Sen. Bennet and many others. This is a 
completely bipartisan effort, and it will 
impact all of Colorado. Something like 
this [office] would get lost in the large 
California economy. If you put it in Colo-
rado, it could have a much bigger ripple 
effect.”
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The Denver attorney who was a key leader in the effort to 
win a satellite patent office for Denver says it will pay major 
economic dividends “for basically zero taxpayer money.”

“And that’s an amazing thing,” John Posthumus said, chuck-
ling.

Posthumus, an intellectual property specialist and sharehold-
er at Sheridan Ross PC, said Sunday’s news that Denver is one 
of three cities picked for a regional U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO) center was “very gratifying” given the long 
hours he and others put into the effort.

“It’s absolutely wonderful for Colorado that this will be com-
ing to our community,” Posthumus said in an interview. “It will 
impact us on a whole host of levels.”

U.S. Sen. Michael Bennet, who sponsored a key piece of 
legislation that paved the way for a Denver patent office, said 
Sunday that “the work ... was a truly collaborative effort that 
included bipartisan support in government, the business com-
munity, academia and from local leaders across the state. In 
particular, patent attorney John Posthumus has worked tireless-
ly for years as one of the leaders to make this a reality.”

Posthumus, for his part, said the legislation sponsored by 
Bennet and Sen. Mark Udall that called on the USPTO to create 
three or more regional satellite patent offices across the country 
in the next few years was a “game changing moment.”

That measure came after Detroit was picked for the first sat-
ellite patent office outside the Washington, D.C., area, which 
Posthumus said was a discouraging development. “We were 
very close to getting the first one and we lost out,” he said. “At 
that point it was very uncertain what would happen.”

But the push for Denver didn’t slow down.
Posthumus was part of the team -- along with Thomas Frank-

lin of Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP in Denver and 
Monisha Merchant, Bennet’s senior adviser for business affairs 
-- that presented a report (download here) to government offi-
cials in January making the case for the selection of Denver for 
the patent office.

He and other officials estimate a $439 million economic  
impact on Colorado in the first five years a patent office is open 
-- and with little or no taxpayer money, since operations are 
funded by patent fees.

In addition to Bennet and Udall, Posthumus credits a range 
of Colorado leaders, “from Mayor [Michael] Hancock to Gov. 

[John] Hickenlooper to Tom Clark [of the Metro Denver Eco-
nomic Development Corp.] ... and many others.”

“This was a completely bipartisan effort. Everyone recog-
nizes the value of this,” he added.

Posthumus said he believes that Denver’s relatively low costs 
for commercial real estate leases and other expenses were a key 
reason the city got picked, along with Denver International Air-
port and the city’s expanding rail transit network.

Also, he said, the city has going for it a pool of highly edu-
cated technical and scientific workers and a high quality of life 
-- both plusses for Denver “in terms of retention and recruit-
ment. ... I think [patent office] officials got the sense they could 
successfully recruit and retain quality examiners and engineers 
and the other people they need here.”

One area where Denver was “a little challenged” against oth-
er cities, Posthumus said, was in the number of local compa-
nies filing patent applications and the number of patents filed. 
But he said having a patent office here will likely spur patents  
locally, as well as investment and the relocation of tech com-
panies here.

“It’s going to raise the sophistication in how Colorado com-
panies use the patent office. And patents are very important in 
bringing in capital and investment,” he said.

Leader of patent-office push says Denver’s win will spur tech, jobs

by Mark Harden, 
NEW MEDIA EDITOR


